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Catskill Mountain 
Beekeepers Club

This year the annual meeting of 
the EAS is being held at Cornell 

University in Ithaca, NY. Having 
this get-together so close to us is 
a rare opportunity. Every year the 
EAS holds a multi-day course and 
conference on all aspects of bee-
keeping. Early registration deadline 
is very soon, June 15. Make your 
plans right away.
The organizers of the event have 
gone all out to produce a great 
event. Speakers include Dewey 
Caron, James Tew, Diane Sam-
mataro, Wyatt Magnus, Roberta 
Glatz (CMBC member) and many 
others, whose names are familiar 
to current subscribers of the major 
bee-keeping publications. 
The summer meeting is composed 
of a short course and a conference. 
The short course takes place 
between Monday and Wednesday 
morning. The short course includes 
sessions on hive management, bee 
biology, queen rearing, hive exami-
nations, pest management, apiary 
equipment, bee dance interpreta-
tion and many other subjects. The 
course is designed to support 
beekeepers of any experience level 
to step up to the next appropriate 
level.
The conference begins at the end of 
the short course and continues until 

the ý nal banquet on Friday evening. 
 The conference is comprised of 
sessions of experts and panels 
presenting talks on their respective 
expertise, research, and experience. 
There are workshops on queen rear-
ing, pollination, hive manipulation, 
ý nding drone congregation areas, 
and many other subjects. Most of 
the major bee equipment manufac-
turers and supply companies send 
representatives and set up booths 
for the congregated to see the 
newest offerings, buy books, sup-
plies, and equipment. 
Along with all the formal beekeep-
ing sharing and learning, there are 
numerous outings that the members 
are invited to attend. These outings 
include various tours, a lake cruise 
and a barbecue.
The EAS is a terriý c opportunity 
for anyone interested in beekeep-
ing whether they just got their ý rst 
nuc or are a commercial operator 
with 100+ hives. There is some-
thing for everyone. I strongly urge 
you to attend the short course, the 
conference, or spend the entire 
week. Accommodations, meals, and 
tuition are all reasonable.
For registration and detailed infor-
mation on the EAS Annual meeting 
are available on the web at http:
//www.eas2002.cornell.edu.
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MeetingsMeetings

Mary, the president, opened 
the meeting at the regular 

time. Doina reported that, to date, 
38 members have paid their 2002 
annual dues. Henry then addressed 
the club about the club rafþ e. He 
requests that each member family 
commit to selling 5 books. Henry 
spent the rest of the meeting handing 
out books to individual members. If 
you have received any books, please 
make sure that you sell them and 
return the money and stubs to Henry 
by the November meeting.
Our guests for the evening were two 
bee inspectors, Joe Hewitt and Ian 
Stuart, and a lab technician, Pam 
Nielson. Joe addressed the member-
ship and spoke about the increased 
incidence of American foulbrood 
and how more and more colonies 
are showing resistance to Teramy-
cin. Between 1986 and 2001, AFB 
cases have more than doubled. 
The good news is that the state has 
changed its policy about the dispo-
sition of AFB-infected hives. As 
you know, in the past AFB-infected 
hives were automatically burned, 
regardless of the severity of the 
infection. The new policy gives the 



inspector a much wider latitude as to how to deal with hives that show signs 
of infection. Inspectors can now choose to treat rather than destroy hives. 
Joe apologized for his inability to get to those people interested in having 
inspections done last year. With the help of Ian, he expects to be able to 
respond to everyone who requests hive inspections. To schedule an inspec-
tion, call Joe at 845-586-2974. Pam spent a few minutes speaking about 
the work she does examining and testing samples attained from inspected 
hives for disease. Pam is the part of the team that does the validation of the 
diagnoses of the inspectors. She then submits her ý ndings to the Beltsville 
Maryland lab for further study.
Following the inspectors, Dick stood up and talked about the change in 
packaging of TM. TM-25 will no longer be available in the 6.3 oz. pack-
ages. Dadant sells a product we can use, a pre-mix in a larger quantity. 
Check your catalog for further information.
Dick reported about the two beginner courses. Both went very well with a 
fair amount of participation. Roberta and Burt led the ý rst one as a dialog, 
which was very instructive for newcomers and the experienced as well. The 
second course was conducted by Dick alone. He showed some videos and 
then took the whole group out to one of his out yards for some hands-on 
teaching.
Heidi and Tess shared about their experiences attending an organic bee-
keeping conference at the Rudolph Steiner Center in Spring Valley. Their 
presentation brought forth many questions and opinions from the member-
ship and a very lively discussion ensued. Dick had planned a panel discus-
sion for the evening and then scrapped the idea as the organic beekeeping 
discussion ý lled that gap quite nicely.
The club is attending the Prattsville Rodeo (July 13-14), and the Cairo 
Youth Fair (July 25-28, setup July 24). Volunteers are needed at each and 
every event. 
The next club meeting is our annual picnic on July 9 at CD Lane Park in 
Maplecrest starting at 4:00pm. The picnic is a potluck. Mary is coordinating 
dishes so call her and let her know what you are bringing. CD Lane Park has 
swimming, and lots of room for walking and playing. Bring whatever you 
want and prepare for a fun and relaxed time with our fellow club members 
and families.
The meeting ended at 10:30 so everyone went home.

Minutes (continued)

From the PresFrom the Pres
Dear Members,

We are really looking for-
ward to seeing you and 
your families at a few of 
our special summer events. 
We learn so much from 
each other and exchange 
some great stories, 
whether we believe every 
word or not! The third 
annual Catskill Mountain 
Beekeepers Picnic is at 
CD Lane Park in Maplec-
rest on Tuesday, July 9th 
starting at 4:00. You can 
swim, hike, relax, eat deli-
cious foods and drink good 
beverages. The club pro-
vides ham, hot dogs, and 
rolls, so we need to know 
what YOU are bringing so 
we donõt have 25 potato 
salads. Please call Heidi or 
Mary and tell us what you 
are contributing. Looking 
forward to seeing you and 
happy beeing! 




